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URBAN  BISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  CHESHAM 


Tel;  Chesham  2622  Public  Health  Department, 

Council  Offices, 

Che sham, 

Bucks  o 

July,  1966. 


To  the  Chairmen  and  Councillors  of  Amersham  RoDeC,, 
Chesham  and  Beaconsfield  UoDoCso 


Dear  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

In  presenting  niy  first  report  to  you  I should  first  of  all  like 
to  thank  you  for  the  honour  of  appointing  me  to  this  post  and  also 
to  hope  we  shall  have  a long  and  happy  associationo  I should  also 
like  to  mention  that  as  I commenced  duties  only  in  September  1965» 

most  of  the  work  for  1965  was  actually  carried  out  by  my  predecessor, 

but  perhaps  a few  general  remarks  may  be  apposite  as  a preamble  to 
the  reports  of  future  years c 

The  office  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  originated,  of  course, 
in  a burst  of  Victorian  zeal  dui'ing  what  is  known  as  the  "Sanitary 
Era"o  I am  not  sure  how  long  an  era  is  defined  to  last  but  there  is 

every  indication  that  the  word  "sanirary"  has  passed  out  of  favour 

and  now  belongs  to  the  nostalgic  past  together  with  curtain  rings, 
gas-lights  and  hansom  cabso  We  have  now  a new  word  "health",  but 
even  this  has  various  meanings  to  different  people.  Health,  in  my 
opinion,  should  connote  those  services  to  persons  and  communities 
directed  tovifards  the  propiotion  and  maintenance  of  positive  and  complete 
mental  and  physical  well-being  but  it  has  been  commonly  applied,  for 
instance,  in  the  case  of  the  National  Health  Service  to  a service  which 
is  dominated  largely  by  the  remedial  and  curative  services <>  Much  is 
made  of  the  tripartite  nature  of  the  No  Ho  So  but,  in  fact,  it  is 
bipartite  comprising  two  rather  unbalanced  halves s on  the  one  hand 
the  community-care/personal  health  (health  proper  and  general  medical) 
services  and  on  the  other  hand  hospital  therapeutic  (or  sickness) 
service o 

It  IS  becoming  increasingly  obvious,  perhaps  rather  late  in  the 
day,  that  a redress  of  this  imbalance  must  be  made  if  there  is  to  he 
any  rational  approach  to  an  effective  reduction  of  morbidity  and 
mortality  and  a satisfactory  standard  of  community  care.  The  tendency 
has  been  in  the  past  to  think  of  the  population  as  sharply  divided  into 
(i)  the  healthy  active  person  and  (ii)  sick  patient,  with  perhaps  a 
third  state  ~ the  convalescent  patient  - in  between 0 Much  of  this 
has  been  due  to  our  mental  attitude,  not  only  towards  our  own  minds 
and  bodies,  hut  also  towards  the  state  of  sickness  in  others.  For 
instance,  fear  of  infectious  disease  or  mental  illness  is  still 
prevalent.  It  thus  follov/s  that  it  is  psychologically  important  to 
many  people  not  to  admit  illness  of  any  kind  until  a "breakdown"  occurs o 
Logically  enough,  if  one  is  not  ill  one  must  be  well,  but  modern 
surveys  tend  to  show  that  so-called  well  people  are  often  far  from  well 
and  that  it  is  a matter  of  opinion  whether  they  are  regarded  as  "ill" 
or  "well"o 

Many  social  customs  reflect  the  same  attitude.  It  is  well  known 
by  the  man-  or  woman-in- the-street  that  smoking  is  a highly  risky 
habit,  carrying  a higher  mortality  from  degenerative  heart  disease, 
cancer  of  the  bronchus,  chronic  bronchitis  and  other  diseases,  yet 
smoking  continues  unabated o The  value  of  wholemeal  bread,  fluori- 
dated water,  physical  exercise  and  a slim  figure  are  already 
thoroughly  proven,  hut  how  many  people  act  on  this  information  dr 
actually  deny  the  scientific  evidence  available  to  them?  Health 
educators  may  well  be  forgiven  for  wondering  if  the  populace  is 
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interested  in  real  health  at  alio  Many  people  seem  to  prefer  a 
fantasy  world,  faithful  to  the  belief  that,  ostrich-like,  "it 
cannot  happen  to  me"  but  if  it  does  there  will  always  be  a tele- 
vision-type doctor  willing  to  see  one  safely  under  the  anaesthetic 
or  dramatically  into  the  next  worlds 

Fortunately  in  this  country  we  are  never  short  of  "pressure 
groups"  and  it  is  partly  to  these  that  one  looks  for  a healthier 
future o Although  sometimes  their  aims  are  a little  clouded  by 
emotionalism,  discontented  people  make  the  best  reformers.  The 
"difficiilt  patient"  or  the  "disgruntled  parent"  is  often  the  subject 
of  suspicion  because  there  is  always  the  sneaking  fear  that  his 
grudge  is  possibly  a just  one.  Some  of  those  vociferously  demand- 
ing better  services  for  health  education  for  pre -symptomatic 
detection  of  disease,  for  family-planning,  for  better  medical 
understanding  of  the  physiological,  psychological  and  sociological 
aspects  of  normal  human  life,  will  eventually  become  the  Chadwicks 
and  the  Shaftesburys  of  the  20th  Century,  or  should  I say  Octavia 
Hills  and  Florence  Nightingales,  as  many  seem  to  be  female? 

Sir  John  Simon  was  one  of  their  kind  but  v/ithin  the  profession. 
He  v/as  the  first  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  City  of  London  and 
later  to  the  Board  of  Health  and  Privy  Council.  His  memory  is 
honoured  today,  but  it  should  not  be  forgotten  that  in  his  day  he 
was  hounded  out  of  office  for  his  zeal  for  the  scientific  approach, 
for  local  and  professional  independence  and  reform  in  health 
matters.  Sir  John  retired  prematurely  in  1876.  One  wonders 
how  he  would  have  fared  90  years  later. 

In  public  health  medical  practice  one  has  to  think  in  terms 
of  generations  undergoing  evolutionary  development.  Much  the  same 
is  true  of  general  medical  practice.  It  is  particularly  heart- 
warming for  me  to  note,  even  initially,  the  common  goals  of  those 
like-minded  professional  men  who  are  interested  in  the  local 
improvement  of  the  general  level  of  health  of  the  community. 

Further  advances  will  be  made  beyond  the  present  accepted  level  of 

health  but  how  long  will  this  take?  It  is  surely  open  to  those  of 

us  medical  men  working  within  the  community  and  responsible  the 
commun.ity  to  carry  out  a community-based  health  programme  as  soon 
as  we  can.  But  we  need  the  medical  personnel,  the  skills,  the 
technicians  and  the  tools  equivalent  to  those  at  present  available 
in  the  hospital  service  for  different  purposes.  The  community 
that  really  believes  in  the  broader  aspects  of  preventive  medicine 
realises  that  it  must  be  paid  for.  However,  this  expense  is  quite 

possibly  considerably  cheaper  in  the  long  run  than  therapeutic 

medicine.  Such  a community  will  be  optimistic,  outward-looking, 
generous  and  discard  all  fatalism  and  mystique  in  health  matters. 

It  will  make  provision  for  all  the  members  of  its  society  at  all 
ages  and  not  only  during  critical  periods  of  breakdown.  The  aim 
will  be  to  avoid  crises  by  forward  planning  in  health  education  and 
an  extension  of  personal  health  counselling.  The  concept  of 
"positive  health"  is  not  a fictitious  ideal  but  a real  unchangeable 
aim.  Yfe  do  not  need  to  exchange  our  currency  of  ideas  every  few 
years?  what  is  needed  is  a determined  conviction  that  the  state 
of  good  health,  particularly  good  mental  health,  for  all  can  be 
achieved  by  an  investment  of  work  and  money. 

Treatment  seldom  improves  the  quality  of  life.  Sir  Francis 
Bacon  saw  the  value  of  physicians  "not  wholly  engrossed  in  the 
sordidness  of  cures".  Cures  nowadays  are  a great  deal  more 
sophisticated  and  acceptable  to  the  patient  than  phlebotomy  or  the 
application  of  leeches,  but  the  basic  position  is  unaltered  since 
Bacon's  time.  We  need  to  help  people  maintain  themselves  and 
prevent  them  from  making  themselves  into  patients.  For  this 
reason  the  health  physician  can  never  be  hospital  based.  We  need 
to  regard  any  cure,  however  technologically  brilliant,  as 
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unnecessary  and  preventable  just  as  every  disease  (except  possibly 
ageing)  is  preventable  at  some  stageo  In  Edward  YII's  words  '’if 
preventable;,  why  not  prevent?” 

Having  learnt  today  to  control  much  of  the  external  physical 
environment  it  is  now  a matter  for  each  of  us  to  cultivate  the 
internal  environment  of  the  body  and  the  personality  according  to 
the  best  means  and  the  best  information  available o This  needs  more 
personal  responsibility  in  health  and  the  more  active  involvement  of 
people  themselves  0 

In  these  favoured  districts  we  have  every  opportunity  to  demon- 
strate that  our  social  evolution  is  by  no  means  complete.  Continued 
progress  can  only  be  achieved  through  better  health  for  all  sectors 
of  the  community  at  all  ages.  What  satisfied  the  last  generation 
in  regard  to  standards  of  health  does  not  satisfy  the  next  - values 
change  but  good  health  is  always  highly  prized.  There  is  no  such 
thing  as  bad  health. 

The  population  of  the  Districts  which  I have  the  pleasure  to 
serve  totals  91 » 680,  As  Medical  Officer  of  Health  I regard  my 
duties  as  much  (if  not  more)  to  do  with  their  mental  health  education 
as  to  do  with  their  communicable  diseases  and  physical  health.  In 
this  second  half  of  the  20th  Century  there  is  an  urgent  need  for  a 
District  Medical  Officer  of  Mental  and  Social  Health,  just  as  there 
was  a need  for  a Sanitarian  MoOdL  in  the  mid-19th  Century,  I shall 
do  my  best  locally  to  fulfil  the  needs  of  the  new  epidemiology. 

Yours  sincerely, 


Bo  H.  BURNE. 
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S E C T I ON  I 


GENERAL  AND  VITAL  STATISTICS 


1 • GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Population,  Census  1951  11,435 
Population,  Census  I96I  16,297 
Population  (estimated  mid-year  I965)  19,420 
Area  (acres  of  District)  3,489 
Niunber  of  separate  dwellings 

(per  Valuation  List)  6,416 
Rateable  Value  of  Area  ( 31 » 12 065.)  £867,724 
Product  of  Penny  Rate  I965/66 

(probable)  £3,550 


Comparative  Statistics  - 1934  to  I965 


YEAR 

1934 

1964 

1965 

Population 

Rateable  Value 

Product  of  Penny  Rate 

Number  of  separate  dwellings 

10,240 

£56,465 

£212 

3,004 

19,100 

£842,415 

£3,485 

6,326 

19,420 

£867,724 

£5,550 

6,416 

2 ^ VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births 

Males 

Female g 

Total 

Legitimate 

236 

231 

467 

Illegitimate 

17 

12 

29 

All 

253 

243 

496 

Crude  Birth  Rati  per  1,000  population 

25.5 

Correctid  Live  Birth  Rati  per 
(Comparability  factor  0,04) 

1,000  population 

21,4 

Illegitimate  Liv©  Births  per 
Births 

cent  of 

total 

5.0 

Stillbirths 

Males 

Females 

Total 

2 

2 

4 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births 

Males 

Females 

Total 

255 

245 

500 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still 

Births  8,0, 


X 

* see  page  2. 
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Infant  Deaths  Mai e s Females  Total 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of 

age  558 

Infant  Mortality  Rates 


Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  total  live  births  16.1 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate 

live  births  12.6 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate 

live  births  66.9 

Neo^natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4 weeks) 

per  1,000  total  live  births  12.1 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1 week) 

per  1,000  total  live  births  8.1 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths 
under  1 week  combined  per  1,000  total  live 
and  still  births)  16.0 


Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion ) 
Maternal  deaths 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  total  live 


and  still  births 

- 

Deaths 

Males 

Females 

Total 

All  causes 

85 

86 

171 

Death  Rate  per  1,000 

population 

8o8 

Corrected  Death  Rate  per  1,000 
(Comparability  factor  1.22) 

population 

10.7 

* NOTE 

The  corrected  birth  and  death  rates  and  those  which  are  obtained 
when  the  crude  local  rates  are  adjusted  to  make  allowance  for  the 
way  in  which  the  sex  and  age  distribution  of  the  local  population 
differs  from  that  for  England  and  Wales.  The  corrected  rates  are 
comparable  with  the  crude  rates  for  England  and  7/ales,  and  the 
corresponding  adjusted  rates  for  any  other  area. 

X NOTE 


The  crude  birth  rate  is  the  highest  of  any  district  in  the  County. 
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Causes  of  Death 

As  vdll  be  seen  from  the  following  table  the  principal  causes 
of  death  were  diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulation  which  caused 
approximately  47^  of  the  deaths.  Deaths  from  malignant  conditions 
(37)  accounted  for  approximately  22^  of  the  total  and  those  from 
pneumonia  and  bronchitis  (l7)  for  approximately  \QFfo^ 


Males  Females  Total 


lo  Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  1 

2o  Measles  1 

3.  Malignant  Reoplasm,  Stomach  1 

4.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus  8 

5o  Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

6,  Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 

7.  Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic 


Neoplasms  5 

8.  Diabetes  1 

9.  Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  6 

10.  Coronary  Disease,  Angina  22 

11.  Hypertension  v/ith  Heart  Disease  3 

12.  Other  Heart  Disease  4 

13.  Other  Circulatory  Disease  3 

14.  Pneumonia  5 

15.  Bronchitis  4 

16.  Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory 

System  2 

17.  Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  1 

18 o Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  1 

19 o Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  1 

20.  Hyperpl.asia  of  Prostate  3 

21.  Congenital  Malformations  2 

22.  Other  Defined  and  Ill-Defined 

Diseases  5 

23.  Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  1 

24o  All  Other  Accidents  1 

25o  Suicide  4 


1 

2 

4 
2 

14 

17 

10 

5 

5 

6 
5 
3 


1 

4 

1 

2 

4 


1 

1 

2 

10 

4 

2 

19 

1 

23 

32 

8 

9 

9 

10 

7 

2 
1 

1 

T 

X 

3 

3 

9 

2 

3 

8 


85  86  171 


COUNTY  OF  BUCKINGHAlvI 


LTM 

VD 

On 


Eh! 

Fnil 

9 

I 

(=) 


I— I 

m 


t>s  C 

0 

r~j 

ft 

ft 

ft 

o 

P 

ad 

•H 

c 

■H 

d 

ft 

m 

p 

d 

ft 

1 

0 

-p 

r-M 

-p 

p 

p 

ft 

jO 

o 

0 

'H 

s 

ft 

4M> 

cn 

# J I I ) - t 1 t I CM  i 


- CC 

I)  u I ( « - a I I t f-J  » 


CM 


'■£j 


c 


(till 


t a CC  < I b a 

■o 


o 

Cm 


oj 

03 

I 

o 

IV 


CO 

-p 

<D  -H 
Pv  pq 

(D  O 
-P  o 
03  O 
Pd  - 
r-a 


OD  CM  t<'\  'XJ  • I•<'^  CM  C C M r-H  U' 


- I 

L—  CO  r-a  - LOi  K->  'XO  CM  CM  I CT 


B 


C CE  CM  00  CM  1^ 


r— I C~  MO  c VO  MO  CTn  '■  g 


O C O CM  >.  LTM  CM  CD  r~-  •Mt-  ! CJM  I 00  CCN  r<-\  lTn  ,— I -xO  1— a 

rH  ^C^  /--I  « I — a 1 ! a — * ' — * ^ f— H » — a r— a i — a 


MO 


r-i 


-1 r 


^ ^ F- 


r-M 

CM  C'-  a-a-M  X 

c 

km  a\  C.J 

( lTM  ft  1 

N"'. 

•Mj-  CTn  ^ 

J~\  UN 

CM 

K',  .-a 

K-s 

UN 

-P 

p 

-P 

ft  ' -^'-r 

r-f 

— ft  1 

C^-  1 

p’'' — ' 

C M ' 

X 

rH 

-P 

•H 

0 

p 

■._r 

1 

ft- 

K ✓ 

..  ^ 

d 

ft 

ft 

a> 

i 

d 

d 

Pi 

V 

ft 

HP 

0 

IC  \ c X a-N  r4 

« 

IXM  C—  X 

o CM  ; 

CM  1 

"Mj-  X CM 

cr-  o 

X 

CA  X 

CA' 

OM 

p 

ft 

O 

* 1 

• • • 

• • 

* 

* c 

• 

• 

H 

o 

d 

o 

Lr\X  KN  O X 

- 

UN  X X 

aO'  -Mj-  i 

r^'N 

Cj  t — 

O ''-J 

rH 

X X 

X 

fd 

o 

ft  ft  r-a  avN  ,-a 

rH 

rH  C j 

C'J 

rH 

rH  rH 

rH 

rH 

00 

c 


MO 


a:fj 

•H 

CQ 
O 
I — i 
0 
o 
Pi 
<D 
MCI 


CD  d 
-POO 
i:a3  O -H 

fd  o 4-' 
o3 


■Mf  i 


-a  C.J  I ^ 


a^, 


ft 

ft  i 

1 a^ 

rH  w 

X 

X 

r*^ 

X 1 

CTx 

bTN 

X 

-p 

d i 

i ft 

UN  - 

rP 

o 

CM 

d 

P 

ft  1 

1 ft  a 

1 « O ’ 

a O 

CM 

o 

o ■ 

c 

O i 

I o 

0 

0 

o 

1 

. ■, 

. 

. 

* 

<. 

. 

• 

o 

P 

ft 

ft 

1 o 

O " 

C 

o 

c 

o ^ 

c 

o 

o 

<—h 

a O 

<6 


LTV 


O' 

r~\ 

c 


GO 


rr\ 

O 


a 

-p 

sr! 

-g 

d 

P 

o 

O'N 

O',  ^ ft  ^ 

ur\ 

UN  UN  X 

N‘\  CM 

0 

0 

o 

CO 

X UN  C 

f'Ts 

XXX 

\S\ 

K\ 

p 

ft  o 

~P 

CM 

^ ' ft  '-r  ft  " 

'■O  rH 

C) 

o 

'' — -r 

-'A ' 

0 

0 

r'l 

c\l 

-d 

-h’ 

rH 

r< 

1-* 

•J 

d 

d 

ft 

D CO 

p 

ft 

o 

X 

O O Cxf  Gj 

X 

ON  X X 

» • 

e 

CM 

ft 

o 

!>  * « * S> 

V 

. « '> 

t'  ■ O 

CC- 

X 

CO  t'--  CT\  CD  *• 

X 

X X UN 

r— 1 

r-J 

-vO  lT^  Cm  mC.  ^ — a C 
"MT  CC  r-  X CTv  .OM  r-a  O 
ur-  KM  ' ' ifM  r4  — - r-4  lO' 


OM  CD  '-Mj  KM  . ■ c^^  X mo 


X O X X K^  CT  Cm  X 
I— a (— a ' 


CM 

OM 

■M" 

Cm 


-d 

-p  d 

p P o 

•H  CD  O -H 
X ft  O -P' 

o d 


(1)  oa 
X -P 
d ca3 
p Ph 
O 


<K  J -j 

ft 

o 

p-i 


MO  r—  'qf-  c^^  MO  > 
t—  X .—a  cTN  ■ 

r — rH  U"\  ■ — ••  •^-  < 


o c~-  '>j 


aCM  MO  hC\  O CO,  ' 
CM  ft  Cm  C'J  cm  ■ 


X 

MO 


.—I  K'M  r — X\  o 
'=3"  K'c  O t'-- 
I — I c\i  ( — I mo  Cm 


ON  O 1C-  X km 


O -Mi-  CTn  OM  X 
Cm  Cm  ft  : — I < — a 


I ^ 
I ^ 

' LiN 


ON 


aO\ 

■CM 

C— 

CT' 

X 


o 

CM 


c-  r—  r-  X r—  K-'  X X lcm 

KN  r4  CT\  C M c—  C~  CM 

I — a MO  I — a I — a cm  .—a  i — a cm  cJ' 

t — a I — 1 ft 


X CM  kN  ox  NI  lTM  j 'm4 

X t--  Lf  \ r—  aj-\  X O — a X 

I — I I — i I — I , — a 1 — i I — I CM  CM  I — a 


CT- 

Lft 


X 

CA 


d 

o o 

O 

o 

o 

a 

o 

o 

O 

c 

O 

o 

o 

o o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

O 

o 

c 

o 

i ^ 

0 

o 

X\ 

X c- 

rH 

X 

CM 

<> 

o 

'l"" 

O 

rov 

r*'- 

UN 

kN 

ON  O 

OM 

CA 

CM 

CM 

o 

UN 

X 

CA 

o 

! 0 

-p 

-H 

X 

X>  ft 

ft 

!>• 

« 

N~\ 

c— 

"d"  X 

rH 

X 

O X 

UN 

UN  A—  -d" 

rr 

CA 

X 

O 

d 

4= 

ON 

»V 

9s 

s> 

aTs 

es 

»s 

Os 

Os 

Os  On 

'»S 

Os 

os 

Os 

•s 

Os 

Os 

os 

OS 

! 

a 

d 

ft 

KN 

C\] 

ON 

O 

U'N 

Ov 

UN 

a”  i 

a^N 

( — < lOv 

o 

CA, 

X 

X 

X 

CM 

CM 

1 ® 

'H 

ft 

B 

I NA  rH 

CM 

«' 

LP\ 

X 

r—i 

X 

X K'\ 

r— 

rH 

X, 

X 

hr\ 

X 

j fcio 

-p 

d 

■D 

« 

C\) 

CM 

X 

A- 

i 0 

U) 

ft 

>r'^ 

« 

os 

i ft 

ft 

o 

krP 

— 

ft 

C. 

1 

1 

KN  fMN 

ltn 

0'\ 

r- 

<v 

: — 1 

K's 

.*H 

Cvi 

aUN  X 

D—  CM 

fsps 

CA 

CM 

rH 

B 

d 

CO 

CM  ft 

CT\  A- 

CTn 

« 

CA 

X 

CM 

■d- 

X 

X 

O KN 

ON  fM'M. 

o 

X 

f'TN 

X 

ro. 

o 

d 

o 

d 

rH 

ON  O 

o 

K', 

CM 

o 

X 

ON 

A- 

D— 

A- 

rH 

o 

O K--, 

CA 

.•H 

o 

CA 

C'J 

rH 

CM 

X 

ft 

“H 

CO 

X 

Vs 

ps 

Os 

Ov 

aA> 

Os 

Os 

erf  w 

-On 

Os 

Os 

o 

os 

o. 

Os 

ps 

Os 

o 

-p 

d 

ON 

t—  o 

r— 

CJ 

N'N 

Cn 

X 

o 

rP 

X IMN 

X 

X 

ON 

A- 

rH 

r — 

X 

rH 

ft 

cd 

0 

rH 

CM  ft 

r-i 

r-i 

« 

'd- 

X 

rH 

\S\  r>r\ 

X 

f— ; 

Li"\ 

X 

A- 

rH 

o 

“ 

C\j 

CM 

O 

X 

1 

** 

P 

O 

•H 

P 

P 

CD 

H 

Pi 


CA 


X 


P ft 


•r) 

r-t 
QM 

!>>  H 

p ft 

d TO  r-i 

n d 
o 
o 

CO  0 
Q)  r—i 


B. 

cO 

0 ■ 


P 

a 

P d o3 
O 'H  P 
ft  ra 
V 
d 


O 

>H 

X 

P 

ft 

ft 

■ft 

p 

o 

PI 

rr* 

5 

ft 

o 

r-a 

ft 

, — t 

p 

o 

o 

ft 

jz? 

ft 

ft 

o 

u 

0 

0 

1X3 

u 

CD 

d 

p 

d 

J 

p 

d 

O 

-Q 

fc)0 

«d 

5.0 

ft 

ft 

d 

'0 

d 

EH 

a 

d 

pi 

P 

o 

O 

ft 

d 

O 

t>j  d 

ft 

o 

o 

c, 

* 

o 

o 

Pi 

S P P 

- fcp 

p 

Fp 

m m p 


is  ^ 

o 

P r-l 
t!0  P 
ct3 


d 

o 

4“* 


-p* 

P rd 
O fcaO 
ft  d 
^ o 

0 , — i 

P C/M 


i-q 


ft! 


t)C 
d 
ra 

d 
o 
d -p 

m H 


d . 

X 

I ra  m 

P 0 ft 
0 ft  O 


4^  S 

P o 

O r-t 

ft  tsD  M 
d d 

0 -iM  -H 


0 

X 

S 

o 

o 


c 

J 

o 

ft 


NOTES  *FlgTj.res  for  England  and  Wales  not  yet  avai/lable  - will  be  included  in  annual  report. 

In  view  of  the  small  numbers  on  which  some  of  the  rates  quoted  are  based,  tlie  actual  numbers  are  given  in  parenthesis  for  the 
piirpose  of  clearer  comparison. 
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SECTION  II 
HEALTH  SERVICES 


1 o HOSPITAL  SERVICES 


The  Chesham  Urhan  District  is  situated  within  the  area  cf  the 
High  V'/ycombe  & District  Management  Committee  of  the  Oxford  Regional 
Hospital  Board, 


Hospitals  available  for  the  District  are  as  follows 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
General 


Infectious  Diseases 
Mental  Illness 
Maternity  Cases 


- Berks  and  Bucks  Joint  Sanitoriumj  Peppard  Common 

- Chesham  Cottage  Hospital 

- Stoke  Mandeville  Hospital,  Aylesbury 

- Amersham  General  Hospital 

” Tindal  General  Hospital,  Aylesbury 

- Royal  Buckinghamshire  Hospital,  A^'lesbury 

- War  Memorial  Hospital,  High  Wycombe 

- Chalfonts  and  Gerrards  Cross  Hospital 

- Isolation  Hospital,  Stoke  Mandevixle 

- Stc  John's  Hospital,  Stone 

- The  Stone  Maternity  Home,  Chalfont  St,  Giles. 


2 LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

Bacteriological  laboratory  facilities  are  provided  hy  ihe  Public 
Health  Laboratories  situated  at  Oxford,  Luton  and  Watford, 

Samples  of  water  for  chemical  analysis  are  sent  to  the  Riblic 
Analyst  for  Southwark  Borough  Council, 

The  Public  Analyst  for  Buckinghamshire  is  Mr,  Eric  Voelcker,  A..R,C,3,, 
P,RoI,Co,  Analytical  Laboratory,  Stuart  House,  1 Tudor  Street,  London, 
E,C,4o 


5 ^ AMBULANCE  SERVICE 


This  service  is  provided  by  the  County  Council,  the  Chesham  Urban 
District  being  covered  by  the  sub-station  at  Amersham  from  7«0  aom,  “ 
11 oO  p,m.  The  main  station  at  High  Wycombe  provides  a 24“hour  cover 
to  the  whole  of  the  area. 


4 o MIDWIFERY  AND  HOME  NURSING 


This  service  is  provided  by  the  under-mentioned  nurses s- 


Districts  Served  Name,  Address  and  Qualifications 

of  Nurses 


Telephone 

Number 


Chesham  (except)  Miss  M,E.  Marston,  S,R,N,,  S,C,M,,  Q,No 
The  Vale)  Miss  P,  Sigsworth,  S.R.N,,  S.C,M, , Q,N. 

29  and  25  Penn  Avenue,  Chesham, 


Chesham  2319 
Chesham  2842 


Mrs,  So  Ginger,  S.R.N,,  S.C.M,, 
Sto  Ives,  199  Chartridge  Lane, 
Chesham, 


Chesham  5126 
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5 c CHILD  CEnTRES 


Session 


M..0.  Attends 


Chesham  School  Clinic  2,0  pom<,  each  Wednesday 
and  Health  Centre > and  Friday. 

Germain  Street , 


2nd  and  4th  Friaay 
each  month  and  1st 
and  5rd  Wednesday 
each  month. 


Chesham  Cormnnnity  Halls2nd  and  4th  Monday  at  Each  s-ession. 
Vfindsor  Road,  2.0  ]j,ra,  eacn  month. 

Pond  Parko 

*Chartridge  Village  jjrd  Thursday  eacn  Each  session 

Hall..  .month. 

*Although  situated  in  Amershaii  R:D-. C.  a number  of  Chesham  residents 
form  the  clientele. 


6o  CHESHAM  OLD  PEOPLE  S WELFARE  COMMITTEE 

The  Temperance  Hall,  leased  from  the  Chesham  Council  and  opened 
in  January  196iy  has  continued  to  be  the  centre  of  activity  by  this 
Committee,  The  Hall  is  open  daily  between  10.0  a.m.  and  4.0  p.m, 
for  the  use  of  the  elderi.y  people  of  the  town  and  a wide  range  of 
amenities  and  services  are  provided.  Full  details  of  these  services 
are  given  in  a booklet  published  by  the  Committee  and  distributed  to 
interested  persons  throughout  the  town. 

Average  attendances  at  the  Hall  are  still  increasing. 

The  Committee  has  been  given  a small  piece  of  land  at  the  side  of 
the  Temperance  Hall  which  will  be  converted  into  a garden  where  the 
elderly  people  will  be  ab^e  to  sit  and  enjoy  a view  of  the  park. 

Appreciation  must  be  i-ecorded  to  the  hard  work  of  the  many 
voluntary  workers  and  to  the  generous  support  of  local  organisations 
which  make  it  possible  for  an  increasing  rnomber  of  elderly  peopxe  of 
the  district  to  be  provided  with  comfort,  companionship  arid  interests 
not  previously  available . 

7 ■>  IVIEDICAL  COMFORTS  DEPOT 

The  Medical  Comforts  Depot  situated  at  the  rear  cf  122  High  Street, 
Chesham,  and  organised  by  the  Chesham  Nursing  Division  cf  the  St,  John's 
Am.bulance  -Brigade,  has  again  rendered  valuable  service  not  only  in  this 
area  but  throughout  the  county. 

Close  liaison  is  maintained  with  General  Practitioners,  Hospital 
and  County  Medical  Social  'Workers,  Health  Visitors,  District  Nurses 
and  Midwiveso  Du..ring  the  year,  which  was  the  21st  arjiiversary  of  its 
foundation,  the  Depot  sent  out  3»970  articles,  helping  over  71?  sick 
and  252  maternity  cases  ca.red  for  at  home.  An  average  of  59  tiew  sick 
and  20  maternity  cases  sought  help  from  the  Depot  each  month, 

A new  fully  reclining  wheel  chair  and  special  air  bed  were 
purchased  and  brought  intc  use  during  the  year. 

Miss  M.-.  F,  Vfceeler,  the  Officer  in  charge  cf  the  Depot,  thanks  all 
who  by  their  gifts,  work  s.nd  interest  make  it  possible  for  the  Depot  to 
I'un  o 
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SECTION  III 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS,  1948-1951 


Section  47 

Under  this  Section  when  persons  (a)  are  suffering  from  grave 
chronic  disease  or,  being  aged,  infirm  or  physically  incapacitated, 
are  living  in  insanitary  conditions,  and  (b)  are  unable  to  devote 
to  themselves,  and  are  not  receiving  from  other  persons,  proper  care 
and  attention,  the  local  authority  may  apply  to  a magistrate  or  a 
court  of  summary  jurisdiction  for  an  Order  to  remove  the  person  to 
a suitable  place « 

In  general  it  is  felt  preferable  for  persons  of  good  mental 
state  to  be  persuaded  to  accept  more  suitable  care  voluntarily. 

Most  patients  and  relatives  will  accept  the  combined  advice  of  both 
general  practitioner  and  medical  officer  of  health  and  can  see  the 
advantages  of  informal  admissions  and  discharges. 

In  one  case,  although  statutory  forms  were  completed,  formal 
action  was  not  necessary  in  the  event  as  the  patient  was  admitted  to 
hospital  as  an  informal  patient. 


Section  ^0 

Under  this  Section  the  District  Council  has  the  duty  to  arrange 
for  the  burial  of  any  person  who  has  died  in  their  area,  if  no 
suitable  arrangements  for  the  disposal  of  the  body  are  being  made. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  take  statutory  action  under  this  Seotion 
during  the  year. 
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SECTION  IV 

PREVALENCE  .\ND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


1«  NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INEECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  table  belov/  gives  the  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified 
during  the  yearr^ 


DISEASE 

Cases  Notified 

1964 

1965 

Measles 

78 

400 

Tuberculosis 

6 

4* 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

1 

* Of  the  four  cases  notified  three  were  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

2o  IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION 
( a ) Smallpox  Vaccination 


The  n'ornber  of  children  vaccinated  against  Smallpox  in  the 
various  age  groups  is  shev/n  in  the  table  below: - 


0-3 

monrhs 

3-6 

months 

6-9 

months 

9-12 

months 

1 

year 

2-4 

years 

5-14 

years 

15 

and  over 

TOTAL 

Smallpox 

Vaccination 

23 

20 

5 

14 

241 

23 

4 

4 

534 

Re- 

Vaccination 

1 

8 

1 

10 

23 

20 

5 

14 



241 

24 

12 

5 

544 

The  Ministry  of  Health  now  recommends  that  Smallpox  vaccination  in 
children  be  carried  out  between  the  ages  of  one  and  two  years.  The 
incidence  of  side-effects  from  vaccination  is  known  to  be  less  in  this 
age  group o 

( b ) Diptheria,  Whcoping  Cough  and  Tetanus  Immunisation 


The  use  of  Triple  Antigens  - containing  pertussis,  diptheria  and 
tetanus  prophylactic  - continued  during  1965^  The  fo'llowing  table 
gives  the  numbers  of  children  who  were  protected . against  these  diseases. 


Year  of  Birth 

1965 

19H 

1965 

1962 

1961 

i960 

1959 

1958 

1957 

1956 

1955 

1954 

1953 

1952 

1951 

1950 

15  & 

over 

TOTAL 

Primary  Diph. 

Primary  Diph. 

- 

/Tet . 

2 

1 

1 

1 

5 

Primary  Diph. 

/wc 

Primary  Triple 
Primary 

145 

212 

17 

5 

8 

3 

1 

1 

1 

391 

Quadrilin 

Reinforcing 

1 

1 

Injection 

31 

42 

5 

16 

168 

71 

15 

7 

1 

X 

3 

1 

359 

Primary  V/C 
Primary 

- 

Tetanus 

1 

8 

5 

3 

3 

1 

21 

143 

243 

59 

11 

24 

181 

78 

19 

10 

d. 

1 

5 

2 

1 

777  _ 

Vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis  with  Sabin  oral  vaccine  is  now 
usually  given  at  monthly  intervals  starting  at  the  age  of  six  months, 
followed  by  immunisation  with  triple  antigen  (Diptheria,  Y/hooping 
Cough  and  Tetanus)  which  usually  starts  at  the  9'th  or  10th  months 

(c)  Poliomyelitis 

No  separate  figiares  for  Poliomyelitis  vaccination  are  available 
for  the  district o 

( ^ ) Tuberculosis 

BoCoG.,  Vaccination  at  the  age  of  15  years  is  provided  by  the 
School  Health  Service <>  In  the  Amersham  and  Chesham  Division  it  is 
pleasing  to  note  that  once  again  there  was  an  excellent  response  from 
parent So 


The  Bo  Co  Go  vaccination  is  preceded  by  a tuberculin  test  which 
indicates  whether  the  individual  has  in  the  past  been  infected  with 
Tuberculosis 0 Most  of  these  infections  are  very  mild  and  cause  no 

definite  symptoms o The  number  reacting  to  this  test  is  a measure  of 

the  past  exposure  of  these  children  to  Tuberculosis,  and  in  this  con- 
text it  is  interesting  to  note  the  following  figures 


Year 

Tuberculin  Positive 

1957 

1958 

1959 

i960 

10. 

1961 

60  5^ 

1962 

AoAfo 

1963 

4o0% 

1964 

6.0^ 

1965 

4o0/o 

Those  children  who  react  strongly  to  this  test  are  referred  to  the 
County  Chest  Physician  for  further  investigation,  and  usually  a chest 
X-ray  o 
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SECTION  V 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTIONS 


1.  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 


The  number  and  nature  of  visits  made  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors  during  the  year  is  given  belov/:- 

No.  of 

Housing  Acts  Visits 


Houses  inspected  under  Housing  Acts 

(except  multi-occupied)  53 

Houses  revisited  under  Housing  Acts 

(except  multi-occupied)  l6 

Multi -occupied  houses  54 

Overcrowding  and  "permitted  numbers"  surveys  

Visits  under  Rent  Acts  ...  5 

Visits  in  connection  with  improvement  grants  125 

Survey  of  houses  for  improvement  areas  59 

Compulsory  improvement  of  houses  

Visits  to  housing  applicants  9 

Public  Health  Acts 

Primary  visit  to  houses  re  defects  28 

Revisits  to  houses  re  defects  . c . 28 

Nuisances  from  Animals  and  Refuse  45 

Caravan  Sites  . , , 18 

Water  Supplies  , . , 6l 

Swimming  Pool  cxnd  Paddling  Pool  17 

Sev/ers,  Drains  and  Cesspools  95 

Drains  Tests  ...  c . . ...  ...  16 

Sanitary  Accommodation  7 

Factories 

Power  Factories  „ , . ...  25 

Non-Power  Factories  ...  ...  1 

Other  Premises  (e.g.  Building  Sites)  

Outworkers  Premises  ...  .o.  ...  . « . ...  ...  ... 


Food  and  Food  Premises 


Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Orocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Fishmongers  ...  ...  

Restaurants,  Cafes  and  Hotels 
Works  and  School  Canteens  , . . 

Bakehouses  and  Confectioners 
Ice-cream  Premises  ...  ... 

Food  Manufacturing  and  Other  Registered  Premises 
Licensed  Premises  ...  ...  ... 

Dairies  ...  ..o  ...  ...  ... 

Visits  to  inspect  foodstuffs  or  take  samples 
Food  Vehicles  inspected  and  stalls  inspected 


52 

54 

5 

52 

11 

5 

n 

1 

2 

17 

64 

10 


Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises 


General  Inspections  . . . 
Other  visits  ...  ...  ... 
Investigation  of  Accidents 


OAO  o o 0 0 0 e eco 

o 0 e od«  c o c co« 


ood  » 0 e c c c 0 0* 


50 

59 
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ITo . of 
Visits 

Rodent  and  Insect  Pest  Control 

Rodent  Gontnoi  tea  * o c o * o o««  cot  «««  e o * o » • 20 

Inseot  Rests  oat  o o o o o o too  tot  to*  to*  t » * ««« 

Disinfestation  for  insect  pests  » ...  ...  ...  5 


^ nfectious  Disease  and  Food  Poisoning 


Infectious  Disease  enquiries 
Disinfections  carried  out  . . . 
Food  Poisoning  enquiries  . . . 


Noise  Abatement 

Visits  to  premises 
Observations  only 


Clean  Air 

Visits  to  Plant  or  Premises 
Observations  only  ...  . 

Miscella^neous 


25 

1 

5 


6 

25 


8 

18 


0 6 0 o e 


Agricultural  Premises 
Pet  Shops  ...  ... 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments 
Rag  Flock  Premises 
Knacker's  Yard 
Schools  ...  ...  ... 

Hairdressers  ...  ... 

Interviews  ...  ...  ... 

Other  miscellaneous  visits 

No  access  - no  one  at  home 


0 0 0 0 0 


0 O O 0 0 


0 0 0 

0 0 0 


0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 


Complaints 

Complaints  reported  to  the  Public  Health  Department 
(excluding  complaints  of  rats  and  mice  which  are  dealt 
with  elsewhere  in  the  Report). 

2 . VERl’IINOUS  PREMISES 


3 

1 

4 
3 
1 

340 

184 

38 


108 


As  in  previous  years,  numerous  requests  were  made  to  the  Public  Health 
Department  for  help  in  dealing  with  insect  pests.  Suitable  advice  was 
given  in  every  case  and  where  necessary  treatments  were  carried  out  by  the 
staff  of  the  Department. 


No  reports  of  bed  bugs  or  fleas  were  received  but  infestations  of  a 
variety  of  other  insect  pests  were  investigated  and  treated  at  77  separate 
premises  during  the  year.  This  work  included  the  destruction  of  67  wasps' 
nests . 

Insecticides  containing  pyrethrum  were  the  most  widely  used  in  this 


work. 
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5.  PUBLIC  HllALTH  ACTS,  1936  & I96I  - ABATSLEIiT  OF  inJISANCES 

BY  INFORIM.L  ACTION 

As  a result  of  the  investigation  of  complaints  and  during  tne 
course  of  routine  work  a wide  variety  of  sanitary  defects  and  nuisances 
are  met  and  dealt  with  under  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Acts. 
In  the  majority  of  cases  remedies  are  effected  following  written  or 
verbal  requests  made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors,  without  resort 
to  statutory  procedure. 


Luring  I965,  18  written  requests  were  made  with  respect  to  the 
following  defects: - 


DEFECT 

NO.  OF  ! 

OCCURRENCES 

Defective  sanitary  accommodation  at  dwellings 

and  schools 

20 

Defective  drainage  systems 

5 1 

Choked  drainage  systems 

1 1 

Defective  roof  surface  water  drainage 

4 

Dampness  in  dwellings 

5 

Defective  and  leaking  roof 

2 

Defective  ceiling  plaster 

1 I 

Defective  doors  and  v/indows 

4 

Defective  floors 

1 

Defective  stairs 

1 

Defective  external  steps 

1 

Defective  dustbins 

1 

Failure  of  water  supply  to  dwelling 

1 

Accumulations  of  refuse 

I 

Insanitary  condition  of  refuse  chute  and  bunker 

2 

TOTAL 

48 

4„  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS,  1936  & I96I  - STATUTOHY  NOTICES 


If  within  a reasonable  time  the  informal  action  described  above 
fails  to  secure  the  remedy  of  sanitary  defects  or  the  abatement  of 
nuisances,  the  matters  concerned  are  reported  to  the  Council's  Health 
Committee,  which  authorises  statutory  notices  to  be  served.  The 
following  is  a statement  of  the  Statutory  Notices  served  and  complied 
with  during  the  year. 


DETAILS 

NUl.EBER  OF  NOTICES 

ACT  AND  SECTION 

Outstanding 

on  1.1.65. 

Served 

Complied 

</ith 

Outstand- 
ing on 

51.12.65. 

Section  158  of 
1956  Act 

Provision  of 
piped  water 
supply  to 
dwelling 

- 

1 

1 

J 

V/ork  Carried  out  by  the  Council 

It  was  necessary  to  utilise  the  Council's  powers  on  several  occa- 
sions to  clear  stoppages  in  drainage  systems  common  to  groups  of  old 
houses.  Under  the  Public  Health  Act  1958,  these  systems  are  "public 
sewers"  which  the  Council  has  a duty  to  "maintain,  cleanse  and  empty", 
although  the  costs  of  any  works  of  repair  or  renewal  are  recoverable. 
The  work  has  been  carried  out  by  labour  from  the  Surveyor's  Department. 
The  absence  of  proper  inspection  chambers  to  old  drainage  systems  often 
makes  the  work  of  clearing  stoppages  a lengthy  process. 


5 . NpISS  ABATEIiEH? 


Since  the  passing  of  the  Noise  Abatement  Act,  I96O,  the  investi- 
gation  of  complaixits  of  noise  and  vibration  has  demanded  increasing 
attention  from  the  Council’s  Public  Health  Inspectors,  During  the 
year  imder  review  six  new  complaints  of  noise  or  vibration  were  ma^de 
to  the  Department  by  members  of  the  public.  One  complaint  in  the 
form  of  a.  petition  signed  by  I9  residents  concerned  the  use  of  a 
portable  petrol  driven  saw  at  a,  sa/wmill  where  the  saw  normally  used 
had  broken  down.  Investigations  showed  that  the  firm  were  limiting 
the  use  of  the  saw  to  the  minimum  and  were  taking  steps  to  introduce 
alternative  cirrangements  at  the  earliest  opportunity.  In  the 
circumstances  no  statutory  action  v/as  taken. 

Another  complaint  was  of  noise  produced  by  a guillotine  in  an 
engineering  workshop  adjacent  to  dwellings.  As  some  doubt  existed  as 
to  whether  the  ixse  of  the  buildings  for  the  work  carried  on  was 
authorised,  the  matter  was  referred  to  the  Planning  Authority;  at  the 
end  of  the  year  clarification  was  still  awaited. 

Verbal  requests  to  the  occupiers  of  the  factories  concerned 
resulted  in  prompt  abatement  of  two  other  noise  nuisances  about  which 
complaints  had  been  received.  Official  action  under  the  Act  was  not 
considered  to  be  justified  in  two  further  cases,  but  suitable  advice 
was  given  to  the  complainants. 

6. 

The  Glean  Air  Act,  1956  makes  provision  for  abating  the  pollution 
of  the  airo 

Members  of  the  public  are  usually  quick  to  report  alleged  contra- 
ventions of  the  Act.  The  most  frequent  cause  of  complaint  is  of  the 
burning  of  trade  or  garden  refuse  on  bonfires.  Smoke  from  these 
sources,  if  causing  a nuisance  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  neighbourhood, 
is  within  the  scope  of  the  Act;  informal  action  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors  achieves  the  desired  results  in  most  cases  but  if  this  fails 
sufficient  proof  of  a m.i.isance  to  justify  statutory  action  can  be 
difficult  to  obtain. 

Section  3 of  the  Act  requires  new  industrial  furnaces  to  be  as 
smokeless  as  practicable.  The  local  authority  must  be  notified  of  new 
installations.  During  the  year  one  local  manufacturer  sought  approval 
of  a proposed  nev.’  installation  and  was  given  appropriate  advice  after 
consultations  on  technical  aspects  had  taken  place  with  representatives 
of  the  National  Industrial  Fuel  Efficiency  Service  and  the  National 
Coal  Board, 

The  Council  has  power  to  reject  plans  of  new  buildings  if  chimixeys 
are  not  sufficiently  high  and  plans  of  development  affected  are  checked 
by  a Riblic  Health  Inspector  before  approval.  This  means  of  control 
over  chiimaey  heights  is  not  applicable  to  residential,  shop  and  office 
property. 
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SECTION  VI 
SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


1.  V/ATER  SUPPLY 

(a)  Public  Water  Supplies 

Main  water  in  the  Chesham  Urban  District  is  supplied  by  the 
Council's  Undertaking  and  the  Undertaking  of  the  Rickmansworth  and 
Uxbridge  Valley  V/ater  Company  and  amalgamated  companies.  This 
Council's  Undertaking  supplies  about  82^^  of  the  total  dwellings 
within  the  district  in  that  part  which  may  be  conveniently  described 
as  the  area  of  the  Urban  District  prior  to  the  extension  of  boun- 
daries in  1954* 

During  the  year  under  reviev/  the  Undertakings  have  supplied 
main  water  that  has  been  satisfactory  both  in  regard  to  quantity  and 
quality. 

Treatment  and  Plumbo-Solvency  of  V/ater 

The  main  supplies  receive  no  treatment  other  than  chlorination 
and  the  waters  are  not  liable  to  have  plumbo-solvent  action. 

Distribution  of  Main  Supplies 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  dwellings  and  estimated 
population  supplied  from  public  water  mains 


No.  of 
Houses 

No , of 
Caravans 

Estimated 

Population 

Internal  Piped  Supply 

6,579 

- 

19,197 

External  Supply 

( standpipes ) 

16 

50 

160 

Adequate  public  water  supplies  were  available  for  all  parts  of 
the  District  in  which  new  dv/ellings  were  erected  during  the  year. 

Sampling  of  Public  Water  Supplies 

During  the  year  samples  have  been  taken  from  the  piped  water 
supplied  by  the  Chesham  Urban  District  Council  and  the  Rickmansworth 
and  Uxbridge  Valley  .vater  Company, 

Forty-four  samples,  thirty-three  for  bacteriological  examination 
and  eleven  for  chemical  analysis,  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  or  Public  Analyst,  All  the  samples  were  reported  to  be 
of  high  chemical  and  bacteriological  purity,  suitable  for  drinking 
and  domestic  purposes. 
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Chemical  Mal.yses 

The  following  are  copies  of  the  Analyst's  Heports  on  the 
examination  of  samples  from  four  different  sources  of  mains  waters 


Reference  No., 


Sample  Collected  Prom 


Mo 221  5 Vfnitehili  Close,  Chesham 

Mo 67  246  Chartridge  Lane, 

Che sham 0 

Mo  116  Cestreham  School  House, 

Che  s ham.  0 

Mo  149  77  Gresswell  Road,  Chesham 

Sample  Refo  Nos  Mo 221 

0 Chesham  UoL^Co 

Rickmansworth  & Uxbr; 
Valley  ,/ater  Coo 
(Rickmansworth  Main) 

(Berkhamsted  Mail 

0 (Amersham  Main) 

Mo  67  Mo  116  Mo  149 

Appearance 

All 

clear 

and  colourless 

Reaction  (pH) 

7ol 

7 c 

2 7c0 

7 = 0 

Parts 

per  million 

Free  Chlorine 

Nil 

Oo 

02  Nil 

Nil 

Total  Solids 

362 

334 

310 

372 

Loss  on  Ignition 

= 

= 

= 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides 

15 

13 

16 

16 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nitrate  Nitrogen 

3o2 

2o 

9 4.6 

3 = 1 

Nitrite  Nitrogen 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate 

(5  hrso  @ 98°Po) 

Nil 

Nil 

Ool 

0 52 

Hardne s s , Temporary 

240 

235 

230 

255 

Permanent 

24 

25 

22 

23 

Total 

264 

260 

252 

278 

Metals  - Lead,  Copper,  Zinc. 

Not 

found . 

( ) PriTate  Well  Supplies 


Twenty-^one  dwellings  and  three  business  premises  in  the  district 
are  dependent  upon  a supply  of  water  from  wells,  these  being  mostly 
deep  bore  wells o They  are  known  to  yield  an  adequate  supply  all  the 
year  roimd,  and  the  water  is  of  high  bacteriological  quality « 

Sampling  of  the  water  is  carried  out  from  time  to  time  and  given 
below  is  a table  showing  the  number  of  samples  collected  in  1965 9 
together  with  the  results  of  bacteriological  examinations  carried  out;- 


SAMPLING  OP  TOLL  WATER  SUPPLIES 

Number 

Result  of  Examination 

of 

Samples 

Satisfactory 

Suspicious 

Unsatisfactory 

Bacteriological 

Examination 

26 

24 

2 

Chemical 

Analysis 

1 

- 

.0 

1 

The  two  unsatisfactory  bacteriological  results  were  from  a well 
serving  two  farm  cottages » The  pollution  responsible  for  the 

unsatisfactory  result  appeared  to  be  of  an  intermittent  nature  as 
subsequent  samples  proved  satisfactory o Further  sampling  of  the 
supply  will  be  carried  outo 
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The  chemical  analysis  was  of  a sample  from  a dwelling  where  a 
new  bore  well  and  pump  had  been  installed » The  Arialyst  reported 
that  the  water  contained  zinc  in  an  undesirable  amount.  The  zinc 
was  doubtless  derived  from  the  storage  tank  and  the  owner  arranged 
for  the  tank  to  receive  suitable  treatment. 


2 ° PUBLIC  SWIJygnNG  BATHS 

The  Council's  Swimming  Bath  has  again  proved  rery  popular, 
although  attendances  have  not  been  so  high  as  in  the  previous 
year  due  to  the  very  poor  weather  conditions  during  the  summer. 

The  improvements  programmed  for  I965/66  were  deferred  in  view 
of  the  Government  credit  squeeze  and  are  now  scheduled  for  I966/67 
and  will  provide  a sun  bath -ng  area,  spectators  seating  and 
toilets  and  a snack  bar  on  the  roof  of  the  dressing  accomunodation . 

The  bath  is  filled  w: th  water  from  a well  on  the  site,  the 
Thames  Conservancy  having  issued  a permit  under  the  Water  Resources 
Act,  and  the  filtration  and  chlorination  plant  continues  to  ensure 
that  the  water  is  attractive  and  safe  for  bathing  at  all  times. 
Eight  samples  of  water  from  the  bath  were  examined  bac teriologi- 
cally  and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Paddling  Pool  ^ Lov/ndes  ]^rk 

The  pool  continues  to  be  popular  with  small  children  and  is 
filled  with  watez'  from  the  Town  3 mains  whicn  is  chlorinated  and 
changed  as  necessary 


5o  SEVreRA_GE  AND  SEWAGE  UISPOSAL 

The  sewerage  of  the  town  is  on  a separate  system,  the  foul 
sewers  discharging  to  the  Council  s Sewage  Disposal  Works  in  Latimer 
Roado  This  works  also  receives  sewage  from  tne  Chesham  Bois  area 
of  the  Amersham  Rural  District  and  during  the  year  a sewer  was  laid 
by  that  Council  from  the  head  of  the  Urban  District  Council  sewer  in 
Asheridge  Road  to  dram  the  Sax  Lane  caravan  site  with  a possibility 
of  further  extension  within  the  Parish  of  ChartridgSo 

Tenders  have  been  received  for  the  reconstruction  of  the  Sewage 
Disposal  works  and  after  consideration  further  tenders  are  being 
sought  by  public  advertisement » 

Parts  of  the  District  Net  Served  by  Public  Sewer 

A survey  carried  out  in  1953/54  showed  that  approximately  450 
dwellings  were  situated  in  areas  not  served  by  a public  sewer o This 
number  has  since  increased  with  the  building  of  further  houses  in 
Berkeley  Avenue,  Botley  Road  and  other  outlying  pai'ts  of  the  towno 
Most  of  the  dwellings  drain  to  either  a sealed  cesspool  or  to  a septic 
tank  and  soakaway  into  chalk o 


Since  1954  sealed  cesspools  only  have  been  permitted  for  new 
dwellingSc  These  must  have  a capacity  of  not  less  than  4^000 
gallons,  a capacity  which  is  adequate  for  the  average  household  for 
at  least  two  months o A typical  cesspool  in  the  Chesham  district 
consists  of  a circular  pit  13  feet  deep  below  the  level  of  the  inlet, 
8 feet  in  diameter,  constructed  in  9”  brickwork  and  cenient  rendered 
internally  with  a concrete  base  and  cover., 


4 o REFUSE  COLLECTION  MD  DISPOSAL 


Household  and  certain  trade  refuse  is  collected  within  the  Urban 
District  and  disposed  of  by  turning  at  the  Co'uncil'S  Refuse  Destructor 
in  Latimer  Roado  Quantities  continue  to  increase,  at  a greater  rate 
than  population,  due  to  modern  methods  of  packaging  and  the  increased 
amount  of  paper  in  use. 

Some  loads  have  had  to  be  diverted  to  a controlled  tip  at  Gerrards 
Cross,  although  these  have  been  kept  to  a minimum. 

Storage  of  Household  Refuse 

The  paper- sack  system  of  refuse  storage  was  introduced  at  52 
dwellings  on  a nev?  Council  estate  during  1965° 


5 ^ § 

toe'T^rovement  of  old  houses 

Individual  Unfit  Houses 

The  action  commenced  late  in  I964  in  respect  of  two  unfit  houses  in 
Townsend  Road  led  to  an  appeal  by  the  owner  against  the  Council’s  Demo- 
lition Order Sc  ¥nilst  proceedings  were  held  in  abeyance  by  mutual 

agreement,  the  Council  considered  reports  on  the  adjoining  dwellings 
and  decided  that  the  congested  conditions  and  lack  of  amenities  could 
be  properly  remedied  only  by  redevelopment  of  the  site  as  a whole. 
Subsequently,  negotiations  were  commenced  for  the  purchase  of  the  two 
cottages  and  the  other  11  dwellings  in  this  small  area  of  urban  renewal. 

Area  Improvement 

Now  that  the  majority  of  the  totally  unfit  houses  have  been  cleared 
from  the  town,  the  need  is  to  secure  the  improvement  of  the  many  houses 
which,  though  structurally  sound,  lack  modern  amenities  such  as  a fixed 
bath  or  shower,  an  inside  lavatory,  a wash  hand  basin,  a hot  water 
supply  and  a proper  food  store.  Approximately  a thousand  of  the 
houses  in  the  town  still  lack  one  or  more  of  these  amenitieso 

The  Housing  Act,  I964  provided  local  authorities  with  new  powers 
to  secure  the  compulsory  improvement  of  houses,  either  individually  at 
the  request  of  the  tenant,  or  in  a whole  street  or  streets  by  the 
declaration  of  Improvem.ent  Areas » ' Two  possible  Improvement  Areas 
v/ere  surveyed  in  I964,  namely  Sunny  side  Road  and  an  area  centred 
around  Church  Street.  Before  the  application  of  the  compulsory 
powers,  the  Council  felt  that  further  steps  should  be  taken  to  secure 
voluntary  improvement  through  publicity  of  the  existing  scheme  of 
improvement  grants.  An  explanatory  letter  was  sent  to  all  the 
owner-occupiers  of  the  houses  lacking  amenities  in  the  areas  surveyed 
and  local  newspapers  published  articles  on  the  subject.  The 
response  has  been  poor,  only  five  applications  for  grants  being 
received  from  these  areas  in  I9650 

Improvement  of  Houses  at  Request  of  Tenants 

Since  August  I964  the  tenant  of  a house  lacking  amenities  has 
been  able  to  ask  the  local  authority  to  require  his  landlord  to 
improve  the  house  he  occupies,  but  not  a single  application,  nor 
even  an  enquiry  has  been  received  from  tenants  in  Chesham. 


6 ° grants  for  the  improvement  of  old  houses 

The  Council  has  continued  to  make  Discretionary  and  Standard 
Grants  for  the  improvement  of  old  houses  and  the  Public  Health 
Department  is  responsible  for  the  considerable  amount  of  adminis- 
trative work  attached  to  the  operation  of  these  schemes.  The 
Public  Health  Inspectors  made  125  visits  during  the  year  to 
advise  applicants  on  proposals  or  inspect  works  in  progress. 
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The  tables  below  show  the  number  of  applications  received  and 
approved,  together  with  the  total  amount  of  grants  made  for  the 
years  1954“1965  inclusive.  In  the  yeax  under  review,  a total  of 
50  applications  for  both  types  of  grant  was  received  as  against  20 
in  the’ previous  yearo 


STAIJDARD  GRANTS 


1959/62 

1963 

1964 

1963 

TOTAL 

Number  of 

applications  received 

25 

16 

10 

13 

64 

Number  of 

applications  approved 

23 

16 

10 

11 

60  ' 

Number  of 

applications  refused 

2 

*1 

2 

5 i 

Total  grants  payable 
(maximum) 

£3,040 

£2,220 

£1.270 

£1,720 

1 

£8,250  ' 

Number  of  schemes 
completed 

18 

10 

10 

L_ 

9 

1 

47 

1 

DISCRETIONARY  GRANTS 


1954/63 

1964 

1965 

TOTAL 

Number  of  Applications 

164 

10 

— 

17 

191 

Number  of  Grants  approved 

157 

10 

16 

CD 

Total  cost  of  approved 
improvements 

£71,886 

£6,415 

£8.355 

£86,656 

Total  amount  of  Grants 
approved 

£32,021 

£3,159 

£4,176 

£39,356  . 

Number  of  schemes  completed 

132 

9 

9 

1— • 

0 

Number  of  applications  with- 
drawn after  approval 

4 

4 

7.  HOUSING  REPAIRS 

The  number  of  houses  at  which  repairs  were  carried  out  following 
informal  action  under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  was  five. 
Action  was  in  most  cases  the  result  of  complaints  made  to  the  Public 
Health  Department  by  the  occupiers  concerned.  No  applications  for 
Certificates  of  Disrepair  under  the  Rent  Act,  1957  were  received 
during  the  year. 

No  routine  house-to-house  inspection  of  dwelling  houses  has 
been  carried  out  during  the  year. 


8.  HOUSES  IN  MULTIPLE  OCCUPATION 

The  Housing  Acts  I96I  and  I964  have  given  local  authorities 
extensive  powers  to  control  houses  which  are  let  in  lodgings  or 
which  are  occupied  by  more  than  one  family.  Suitable  and 
sufficient  facilities  may  be  required  together  with  provision  for 
means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire.  The  number  of  occupants  may  be 
limited  according  to  the  accommodation  or  facilities  available, 
^/here  management  standards  are  bad  a code  of  management  may  be 
applied  and  in  extreme  cases  local  authorities  may  take  over  the 
property  under  Control  Orders.  In  I965  Chesham  Council  adopted 
standards  for  the  purposes  of  applying  Section  I5  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1961  to  multi-occupied  property  in  the  district.  The 
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standards  relate  to  matters  of  natural  and  artificial  lighting, 
ventilation,  water  supply,  sanitary  conveniences,  facilities  for 
storage,  preparation  and  cooking  of  food,  personal  washing 
facilities  and  space  heatingo  A standard  for  the  prevention  of 
overcrowding  was  also  adopted,,  Copies  of  the  standards  were 
prepared  in  Urdu  for  the  benefit  of  the  Pakistani  landlords » 

Following  adoption  of  these  standards  15  multi-occupied  houses 
were  inspected  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors o Each  property  was 
also  checked  for  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire,  a Fire  Prevention 
Officer  from  the  County  Council  carrying  out  a survey  and  making 
recommendations o Notices  requiring  the  persons  responsible  to 
bring  12  houses  up  to  the  required  standard  of  amenity  and  means  of 
escape  were  in  prepa,ration  at  the  end  of  the  year^  Directions 
limiting  the  number  of  occupants  were  also  proposed  in  four  cases o 


9 ^ COUNCIL  HOUSING  IN  CHESHAJJ 

During  I965  the  Council  rehoused  159  families,  including  66 
exchanges 0 Since  1946,  Chesham  Council  have  provided  alternative 
housing  accommodation  for  2,298  families,  and  the  following  details 
of  the  number  of  new  dwellings  erected  in  the  post-war  period  are 
of  interest o 


YEAIi 

Temporary 

Houses 

Flats 

Oo AoPo 

COUNCIL 

HOUSES  ERECTED  BY: 

Bungalows 

Bungalows 

and 

flatlets 

TOTALS 

PRIVATE 

ENTERPRISE 

HOUSING  j 

ASSOCIATIONS! 

1 

1 

1946/ 

1950 

55 

186 

56 

257 

85 

1 

j 

1951/ 

1955 

255 

86 

40 

559 

229 

10 

1956/ 

i960 

126 

129 

255 

1,109 

22 

1961/ 

1965 

42 

20 

57 

99 

656 

1964 

12 

“ 

12 

I4I 

1 

1965 

40 

- 

- 

40 

45 

•= 

TOTALS 

55 

627 

285 

77 

1,022 

2,265 

52 

At  the  close  of  the  year  there  were  51  dwellings  under  construc- 
tion by  the  Council  and  98  dwellings  under  private  constructiono 

Housing  Needs 

The  waiting  list  of  applicants  for  Council  accommodation  which 
is  restricted  to  persons  who  reside  or  work  in  the  town,  numbered 
446  in  December  1965o  This  number  compares  with  522  applicants  in 
the  previous  yearo  The  I965  figure  includes  77  applications  from 
elderly  persons  or  couples o 


10 o CARAVAN  SITES 

Tv/o  Licences  under  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development 
Act,  i960  are  in  operation,,  Both  sites  are  occupied  by  single 
caravans  only  and  the  Licences  are  for  limited  periodso  The  condi- 
tions imposed  by  the  Licences,  although  based  on  the  model  standards, 
are  suitably  modified  to  take  accoimt  of  the  temporary  nature  of  the 
siteso 
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Council” 3 Caravan  Site  - Trapps  Lane 

The  Council's  Caravan  Site,  Trapps  Lane,  which  accommodates  46 
caravans,  has  been  fully  occupied  through nut  the  yearc 

The  amenities  provided  at  the  site  include  an  electricity  supply 
point  to  each  caravan,  concrete  standings  and  carriageway,  a car  park, 
fire  and  water  points  and  a children's  play-ground.  In  addition 
there  is  an  ablution  block  containing  a communal  laundry  with  gas 
operated  water  heaters  and  wash  boilers,  together  with  baths,  water 
closets  and  wash-hand  basins.  The  rent  for  each  standing  is  26s. 6d. 
per  week  inclusive  of  all  services,  except  electricity  which  is 
charged  separately » 

A comprehensive  set  of  rules  to  secure  the  good  management  of 
the  site  forms  part  of  the  schedule  to  the  licence  granted  to  the 
occupiers  of  standings.  A part-time  warden  is  employed  upon  the 
site  for  general  maintenance  duties. 

11c  RODENT  CONTROL 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

Rodent  Control  activities  have  been  maintained  during  the  year. 
The  numbers  of  infestations  reported  and  treatments  carried  out  were 
comparable  with  those  of  previous  years.  One  informal  notice  was 
sent  to  the  occupier  of  business  premises  requesting  his  action  to 
deal  with  an  infestation  of  rats. 

Premises  and  land  occupied  by  the  Council  have  been  regularly 
surveyed  and  treated  where  necessary, 

Destruction  of  Rats  in  Sewers 


Test  baiting  of  approximately  lO^o  of  the  manholes  on  the  Council's 
sewerage  system  during  19^5  indicated  that  the  sewers  were  free  of  rats, 

A summary  of  action  taken  during  the  year  is  given  below: - 


Rodent  Control  during  I963 


TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 

Local 

Autho- 

rity 

Dwelling 

Houses 

Agri- 

cul- 

tural 

All  Other 

(including 

business) 

Noo  of  properties  in  District 
@ 31o5=65. 

6,186 

37 

1,146 

I Inspections 

Number  of  properties 
inspected  as  a result  of: 

(a)  Notification 

2 

89 

1 

26 

(b)  Survey  under  the  Act 

20 

939 

30 

461 

(c)  Reinspections 

27 

- 

13 

= 

Total  Inspections 

49 

1,028 

44 

487 

II  Infestations 

Number  of  properties 
inspected  which  were  found 
to  be  infested  by: 

(a)  Rats 

2 

65 

5 

19 

(b)  Mice 

35 

= 

15 

Total  Infestations 

2 

100 

5 

34 

III  Total  Treatments  (rats  & mice) 
Number  of  infested  properties 
treated  (incl.  re-treatments) 

2 

95 

n 

1 

26 

IV  Number  of  'Block'  Control 
Schemes  carried  out 

3 
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12 o RAG,  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MTERIALS  ACT,  1961 

The  purpose  of  this  Act  is  to  ensure  that  rag,  flock  and  other 
filling  materials  used  in  the  manufacture  of  furniture,  bedding, 
soft  toys,  etc.  are  of  a satisfactory  standard  of  cleanliness. 

Where  such  articles  are  manufactured,  the  Act  provides  for  regis- 
tration of  the  premises.  The  premises  of  one  upholsterer  in 
Chesham  are  registered  under  the  Act. 


13.  PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 

This  Act  regulates  the  conditions  in  which  pet  animals  are  kept 
pending  sale.  It  provides  for  the  licensing  of  premises  from  which 
pet  animals  are  sold  and  empowers  a Local  Authority  to  make  condi- 
tions regarding  the  housing  and  care  of  the  pets. 

A pet  shop,  the  only  one  in  the  tovm,  was  established  at  new 
business  premises  in  Chesham  during  1964.  The  issue  of  a licence 
has  been  withheld  by  the  Council  until  the  applicant  makes  satisfac- 
tory arrangements  for  the  display  of  the  animals  kept  for  sale. 


14.  ANIMALS  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS  ACT,  I963 

This  Act,  which  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  January,  I964, 
provides  for  a system  of  licensing  and  inspection  by  local  authorities 
of  any  establishment  at  which  a business  of  providing  accommodation 
for  cats  and  dogs  is  carried  on. 

One  licence  has  been  in  operation  during  the  year  in  respect  of 
premises  accommodating  20  dogs  and  10  cats.  Satisfactory  conditions 
have  been  maintained. 


15.  KNACKER «S  YARD 

The  Knacker’s  Yard  situated  at  Broadview  Farm  has  been  licensed 
by  the  Council  during  the  year,  but  few  animals  have  been  slaughtered 
there . 

The  licence  does  not  authorise  the  slaughter  of  horses  at  the 
premises  but  the  carcases  of  5I  horses  and  three  donkeys  killed  at 
farms  or  stables  were  brought  to  the  Yard  during  the  year. 


16.  BUCKINGHAMSHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL  ACT,  1937 

Registration  of  Hairdressers  and  Barbers 

Occupiers  of  26  premises  at  which  the  business  of  hairdresser 
or  barber  is  carried  on  are  registered  under  Section  52  of  the 
Buckinghamshire  County  Council  Act,  1957 » 

Byelaws  as  to  hairdressers  and  barbers  came  into  operation  on 
the  1st  October,  1958.  These  byelaws  make  provision  for  securing 
the  cleanliness  of  premises,  of  equipment  used  and  of  persons 
working  on  the  premises. 

17.  THE  FACTORIES  ACT,  I96I 

The  Council  are  responsible  for  enforcing  certain  provisions  of 
the  Factories  Act  relating  to  health,  and  annexed  to  this  report  are 
tables  giving  particulars  of  thp  visits  made  to  factories  by  Public 
Health  Inspectors  and  the  cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 
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Plans  of  new  factories  are  exaniined  in  the  Public  Health 
Department  and  appropriate  comments  are  passed  to  tne  Architects 
concerned  with  a view  to  ensuring  that  sanitary  conveniences  and 
other  provisions  as  to  health  meet  with  the  statutory  requirements 

The  principal  industries  in  which  local  factories  are  engaged 
are  indicated  by  the  list  below. 

Factories  with  Power 


Light  i-Jngineering  13 
Vifoodware,  joinei'y  and  sawmills  16 
Motor  vehicle  repairs  l,i 
Printers  • 
Brushware  4 
Pood  Manufacture  and  packing  4 


Aircraft  seats  4 
Foundries  1 
Injection  moulding  2 
Boot  manufacturing  2 
Instrument  manufacturers  2 
Shoe  repairs  2 
Other  industries 


£§21224 2_M22 §§2:42 Powerj 
Descaling  Fluid  1 

Building  operations  2 

Out_workers 

Under  Section  135  of  the  Factories  Act,  I96I,  the  occupier  of 
every  factory  employing  outworkers  in  certain  specified  classes  of 
work  must  send  to  the  District  Council  during  the  months  of  February 
and  August  of  each  year  a list  showing  all  the  outworkers  employed 
by  him  during  the  previous  six  months,  A table  showing  the  persons 
employed  as  outworkers  in  the  specified  T.rades  in  Cnesham  is  annexed 
to  the  report o 


18.  OFFICES; 


This  Act  which  makes  provision  for  the  safety,  health  and  welfare 
of  people  employed  in  offices,  shops  and  railway  premises,  came  into 
operation  during  I9640  The  Act  enforces,  for  the  first  time,  the 
provision  of  amenities  in  offices  similar  to  those  required  in 
factories o At  the  same  time  the  requirements  affecting  shops  have 

been  brought  into  line  with  those  for  offices. 


The  aspects  of  health,  safety  and  welfare  which  are  regulated 
by  the  Act  are  cleanliness s overcrowdings  temperature?  ventilation^ 
lighting^  sanitary  conveniences | washing  facilities?  drinking 
water;  accommodation  for  clothings  seating  facilities;  seats  for 
sedentary  workers;  heating  facilities;  the  condition  of  floors, 
passages  and  stairs;  danger  from  machineiy;  noise  and  vibration; 
prohibition  of  heavy  work  by  certain  classes  of  emiployses;  first 
aid  facilities  and  fire  precautions.  Enforcement  of  the  Act  is 
shared  between  H.Mo  Factory  Inspectors,  the  Local  A.uthority,  the 
Fi.re  Authority  and  H.M,  Inspectors  of  Mines  and  Quarries. 

Regulations  have  been  issued  defining  the  standards  to  be 
imposed  for  a number  of  these  subjects  and  in  addition  considerable 
detailed  gu.idance  and  information  has  been  issued  by  the  Ministry 
of  Labour  with  a view  to  securing  the  uniform  administration  of  the 
Acto 
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Section  60  (l)  of  the  Act  requires  local  authorities  to  submit 
an  annual  report  to  the  Minister  of  Labour  on  their  proceedings 
under  the  Acto  The  narrative  part  of  the  second  report  covering 
the  year  19^5  is  reproduced  below  and  the  prescribed  particulars 
(mainly  statistics)  are  given  in  the  annexe.  The  report  shews 
that  by  the  end  of  the  year  215  premises  at  which  1^264  persons  were 
employed  had  registered  with  the  Council, 

Annual  Report  of  Local  Authority  to  the  Minister  of 
Labour  ujider  Section  60  of  the  Act 

( 1 ) Period  of  the  Report 

The  Report  for  I965  is  the  second  to  be  prepared  and  the  first 
to  cover  a full  year's  operation  of  the  Act, 

( 2 ) Administration  of  the  Act 

The  Council's  Public  Health  Inspectors  are  responsible  for 
administration  of  the  Authority's  functions  under  the  Act, 

The  additional  Public  Health  Inspector  who  was  appointed  during 
1964  to  enable  the  Council  to  carry  out  the  duties  placed  upon  it  by 
the  Act  and  other  recent  legislation  resigned  in  November  I965  upon 
taking  up  another  appointment. 

The  vacant  post  was  advertised  on  two  occasions  but  there  were 
no  applicants.  This  depletion  of  staff  necessarily  interriipted  the 
systematic  general  inspection  of  premises  which  was  started  earlier 
in  the  year.  The  only  inspections  now  possible  are  those  required 
to  investigate  complaints  and  accidents  or  to  follow  up  outstanding 
notices, 

( 3 ) Registration  of  Premises 


The  registration  of  all  premises  known  to  be  covered  by  the  Act 
was  completed  early  in  the  year,  the  last  few  employers  completing 
the  form  of  registration  under  the  threat  of  prosecution.  Steps 
have  been  taken  to  ensure  that  the  register  of  premises  is  kept  up- 
to-date,  Immediately  it  is  known  that  new  shop  or  office  premises 
are  operating  or  a change  of  occupier  has  taken  place  a letter  is 
sent  to  the  employer  drawing  his  attention  to  the  Act  and  enclosing 
the  appropriate  form  of  registration  for  completion , Experience 
suggests  that  very  few  new  employers  would  register  if  this  procedure 
were  not  adopted, 

12  premises  were  registered  during  the  year,  the  number  on  the 
register  at  the  end  of  the  year  totalling  215 » 

( 4 )  General  Inspections 

Fifty  premises  received  a general  inspection  during  the  year. 

In  27  instances  it  was  necessary  to  write  to  the  employers  about 
various  contraventions  of  the  Act, 

In  the  main  the  premises  inspected,  which  comprised  a reasonable 
cross-section  of  the  offices  and  shops  in  the  town,  reached  a good 
standard  of  compliance  with  the  Act  and  the  majority  of  contraventions 
found  were  of  a minor  character,  for  example,  the  absence  of  First 
Aid  Boxes  (l?  cases),  the  absence  of  thermometers  (12  cases)  and  the 
failure  to  display  an  abstract  of  the  Act  (18  cases). 

Defects  relating  to  the  suitability  or  sufficiency  of  sanitary 
conveniences  totalled  6 and  defects  affecting  the  safety  of  floors, 
passages  and  stairs  numbered  ']  c Only  one  of  the  premises  inspected 
lacked  the  necessary  wash-hand  basins  although  failure  to  provide  a 
supply  of  hot  water  at  wash-hand  basins  was  recorded  in  6 instances. 
One  basin  was  found  to  be  broken. 


^4  - 


Accormiiodation.  for  employees'  outdoor  clorhing  was  absent  or 
unsuitable  in  three  cases;  ventilation  was  insufficient  j.n  four 
workrooms 5 and  machinery  was  not  properly  guarded  in  three 
in'star-ces  Inadequate  heating  was  recorded  once. 

Most  employers  have  readily  complied  witn  the  requirements  of 
the  Act  when  requested  to  do  sc 

( 5 ) Section  8 --  Lighting 

Special  Report  on  Lighting  Standards 

The  Ministry  has  asked  if  Iccal  authorities  wcuia  submit  a 
separate  report  relating  to  the  last  three  mon :hs  of 

Only  four  premises  (all  snops)  were  inspected  during  this  period, 
but  the  general  imp.ression  of  The  standards  of  l:..ghting  in  these 
p.remise3y  as  in  the  gi-eater  .tuniber  inspected  earlier  :n  the  year, 
was  that  sufficient  lighting  was  being  maintained  throughout  the 
premises  to  prevent  accidents  and  to  enable  employees  to  do  their 
work  without  undue  strain  or  discomfort  No  case  of  unsatisfactory 
lighting  was  recorded  during  this  period  and  only  one  :ase  in  the 
year  as  a whole 

No  inspections  were  carried  out  during  November  1965 ♦ the  month 
in  respect  of  which  the  Minister  sought  deta;..led  in-^c rmation  on 
standards  of  lighting  A pocket  photometer  nae  been  obtained  arid 
used  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  for  measur.^ng  lighting  vaiues, 

( 6 ) Accidents^ 

No  accidents  were  reported  by  employers  during  the  year,  but  one 
accident  involving  an  injury  to  a female  sh'tp  worker  lame  to  notice 
during  a Public  Health  Inspector  s visit:  Investigations  revealed 

that  a defective  floor  covering  had  caused  the  accidect  and  remedial 
measures  were  requested. 

T.he  absence  of  reported  .accidents  is  possibly  an  ^nd_ cation  that 
this  part  of  the  Act  needs  mors  publicity  to  maice  employers  aware  of 
their  responsibilities 

( 7 ) Exemptions 

No  applications  for  exe.mptions  have  been  received. 

( 8 ) New  Offices  and  Shops 

Arrangements  have  been  made  for  plans  of  new  constructions  and 
proposed  alterations  submitted  to  the  Council  to  be  examined  by  a 
Public  Health  Inspector  be.fore  approval  to  ensure  that  on  completion 
the  premises  will  comply  with  the  Acto 

( 9 ) Prosecutions 


The  one  prosecution  under  the  Act  was  against  a Butcher  for 
failure  to  provide,  after  due  warning,  a prcpei*  First  Aid  Box,  A 
fine  of  £5  was  xmposedo  This  prosecution  was  made  at  the  same  rime 
as  p.roceedings  were  taken  against  the  Butcher  for  numerous  offences 
under  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations o 

(lO)  Prescribed  Particulars 

The  Appendix  to  the  Report  contains  the  following  tables,  giving 
the  prescribed  pa.rticulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Act, 


TABLE  A 
TABLE  B 

TABLE  G 

TABLE  D 
TABLE  E 
TABLE  P 
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- Registrations  and  General  Inspections 

- Nujnber  of  Visits  of  all  kinds  by  Inspectors  to 

Registered  Premises 

An.alysis  of  Persons  employed  in  Registered  Premises 
by  Workplace 
Exemptions 
■=  Prosecutions 
Inspectors. 
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S E C T I 0 M VII 
INSPECTION  mi)  SIIP'ERYISION  OF  FOOD 


1 o m LK 

The  Milk  and  Paines  Regulations 

Since  1949 y "the  duties  of  Local  Authorities  have  been  concerned 
mainly  with  the  enforcement  of  provisions  relating  to  the  distribu- 
tion of  mill:  and  its  handling  and  treatment  at  premises  other  than 
dairy  farmso  The  provisions  with  regard  to  the  infection  of  milk 
with,  diseases  communicable  to  man  are  also  the  responsibility  of 
Local  Author! tiesc 


Pour  milk  distributors  and  one  dairy  are  registered  in  the  Urban 
District.  One  producer/retailer  operates  from,  premises  in  the 
District  o 


Milk  supplies  are  samipled  regularly  by  Officers  of  the  Bucks. 
County  Council  and  tested  for  both  compositional  and  bacteriological 
qual i ty . 

Tests  to  check  the  cleansing  of  milk  bottles  at  the  local  dairy 
are  arranged  regularly  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors.  During 
the  year  36  washed  milk  bottles  in  six  batches  and  three  churn 
rinses  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  at  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  Two  batches  of  bottles  had  unsatisfactory 
bacterial  counts 0 After  x-hese  unsatisfactory  results  the  dairy 
carried  out  investigations  which  indicated  that  the  contamination  cf 
the  bottles  was  possibly  occurring  in  the  rinse  tanks  of  the  bottle 
vsashing  machine  = To  prevent  this  risk  apparatus  was  subsequently 
installed  to  ensure  the  continuous  sterilisation  of  the  rinse  water. 

I.n  December  I965  the  dairy  were  prosecuted  by  the  Council  under 
Eeguiiation  21 (l)  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regilaticns,  1959» 
for  a dirty  milk  bottle  in  v/hich  they  had  de^-ivered  milk  to  a local 
customer o The  dairy  company  pleaded  guilty  to  the  charge  and  the 
Magistrate s Court  imposed  a fine  of  £20. 


ICE-CREAM 


No  ice-cream  is  manufactured  in  the  district  and  the  ice«cream 
sold  fro.m  the  shops  is  of  the  pre-packed  variety  supplied  by  large 
fi2'*m.s  distributing  on  a national  scale » The  vehicles  from  which 
ice-cream  is  sold  are  also  operated  by  firnis  whose  premises  are 
situated  outside  the  district o 

Seven  samples  of  ice-cream  were  collected  from  shops  and  vans 
and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  bacteriological 
examinationo  The  grading  of  the  samples  was  satisfactorvo 


5o  LIQUID  EGG 

The  Liquid  Egg  (Pasteurisation)  RegulationSo  196t 

These  Regulations  which  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  January, 
1964 9 require  the  pasteurisation  of  liquid  egg  to  be  used  in  food 
intended  for  sale  for  human  consumption,  other  than  egg  broken  cut 
on  the  food  manufacturer's  premises  and  used  within  24  hours = The 
Regulations  prescribe  the  method  of  pasteurisation  and  the  test  to 
be  satisfiedo  Enforcement  is  the  responsibility  of  Local 
Aatho.rities o There  are  no  egg  pasteurisation  plants  in  the  District o 


4o  FOOD  HYGIENE 
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The  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations ; I96O 

(a)  Food  Businesses 

The  table  below  shows  the  categories  of  trade  carried  on  in  the 
food  premises  in  the  District  subject  to  these  Regulations: 


Principal 

Business 

Noc 

Fitted  to 
comply  with 
Rego  16p  + 

Rego  19  * 

applicable 

Fitted  to  i 
comply  with  i 
Rego  19- 

Grocery 

45 

45 

42 

58  i 

Greengrocery 

Greengrocery 

7 

7 

7 

5 1 

Stalls 

2 

N,A, 

= 

1 

Butchers 

10 

10 

10 

10 

Vfet  Fish 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Fish  Frying 

5 

5 

A 

y 

Bakers 

4 

4 

4 

4 

Sweet  Shops 

15 

15 

15 

8 

Catering 

7 

6 

7 

7 

Canteens 

7 

n 

1 

7 

7 

School  Meals 

9 

9 

9 

9 

Manufacturing 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Licensed  Premises 

25 

25 

25 

25 

Clubs,  Halls 

11 

11 

11 

11 

Warehouses 

2 

2 

- 

•= 

146 

145 

141 

126 

NOTE;  + Regulation  I6  requires  the  provision  of  wash-hand 
basins  supplied  with  hot  and  cold  or  warm  watero 

* Regulation  I9  requires  in  all  food  premises  in  which 
open  food  is  handled  the  provision  of  sinks  or  other  facilities  for 
washing  food  and  equipment » The  occupiers  of  the  15  premises  not 
fitted  to  comply  with  Regulation  I9  have  been  granted  Certificates 
of  Exemption  by  the  Council  and  in  granting  these  exemptions  the 
Council  had  regard  to  the  nature  of  the  food  handled,  mainly  fruit, 
vegetables  and  confectionery,  and  the  limited  equipment  used  upon 
the  premises o 

(b)  Inspection  of  Food  Premises 

During  the  year  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  made  222  visits 
to  premises  subject  to  the  Regulationso  On  eleven  occasions  written 
notices  detailing  infringements  found  were  sent  to  the  person 
responsible.  The  matters  concerned  are  summarised  below;  => 


Regulation  Items  Noo  of  cases 


6 

Equipment  not  kept  clean 

5 

14 

WoCoS  not  kept  clean 

7 

14 

"Wash  your  Hands"  notices  not  displayed 

4 

16 

Wash-hand  basin  not  provided  or  maintained 

9 

19 

Sinks  not  provided  or  maintained 

5 

20 

Inadequate  lighting  in  food  rooms 

T 

X 

21 

Inadequate  ventilation  in  food  rooms 

1 

25 

Food  rooms  not  kept  clean 

■8 

24 

Accumulation  of  refuse 

1 

29 

Offal  not  transported  in  containers 

1 

- 28  - 


V/ork  in  this  field  over  the  past  ten  years  has  shewn  very 
plainly  that  food  premises  must  be  inspected  frequently  if  com- 
pliance with  tne  Eegulaticne  is  to  be  maintained.  It  is  as  a 
matter  for  concern  that  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  has  to 
report  that  the  pressure  of  other  duties  and  the  shortage  of  one 
Inspector  make  it  impossible  for  the  piesent  staff  to  carry  out- 
the  inspections  necessary  to  enforce  these  Regulations. 

Pro  s ecu t ions 

In  May  19^5  Proceedings  were  instituted  against  a retail 
butcher  and  greengrocer  for  eight  offences  under  the  Regulations. 

The  Magistrates  found  him  guilty  on  all  the  charges  and  imposed  total 
fines  of  £i20c  (£15  for  each  offeree}. 

The  infringements  conceiT.ed  are  listed  be!^cw: - 

Insanitary  conditicn  cf  yard  at  the  premises  (Regulation  5)s 
Palling  to  maintain  meat  .icntainers  in  a clean  condition 

(Reg^ulation  6)v 

Failing  to  keep  clean  a room  containing  a sar*i:ary  convenience 

(Regulation  14) y 

Failing  to  rr.aintain  a wash-hand  basin  (Regiulation  l6)> 

Failing  tc  maintain  a sink  in  eificient  working  order 

(F:egulation  19), 

Not  providing  supplies  of  soap  or  detergent  ana  clean  cloths 
av  the  sink  'Regulation  19), 

Failing  tc  maintain  the  walls  of  a food  room  in  good  repair 
and  not  clea.n:*.ng  the  walls  (Regulation  25), 

Allowing  refuse  to  accumulate  in  a food  room  (Regulation  24) 

(d)  Catering  Hygiene  - Eitagii nation  of  Utensil  Swabs 

During-  the  year  59  items  cf  crockery  and  cutlery  in  use  at 
catering  premises  were  sub;^ect8d  tc  bacteriolcg'-cal  sv/ab  tests- 
Over  hs-lf  the  articles  had  bacterial  counts  exceeding  the  standard 
of  IGO  colonies  per  article,  a stan,dard  which  though  without  iegai 
fo.rce  IS  widely  accepted. 

The  unsatisfactory  i-esults  gave  the  Public  Health  Inspectors 
an  opportunity  to  draw  attention  tc  bad  practices  and  to  advise 
proprietors  on  i.aiproved  methods  cf  wash_ng  up  and  handling  crockery 
and  utensils u The  i.aiprovemcnts  are  unfortur ately  often  short-lived 
because  of  changes  of  staffs 
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REGISTRATION  OF  PREMJSES  USED  FOR  THE  MANUFACTURE,  STORAGE  OR 
SAI^  OP  POOD  IWDER  SECTION' 


=-  29  “ 


6 o SLAUGHTERHOUSES 


Since  September  1959  slaughtering  has  taken  place  in  Chesham. 
The  few  local  butchers  wishing  to  buj  meat  ’'on  the  hoof''  new  make  use 
of  the  slaughtering  facilities  avails,ble  at  a privately-operated 
slaughterhouse  at  Chalfont  Sto  Giles o 


Slaughter  of  Animals  Acts,  1953  to  1954 

The  foiloY/ing  details  are  extracted  from  the  Register  of 


Slaughtermen?  ~ 


Number  of  Slaughtermen  on 
Applications  for  Licences 
Applications  for  Renewals 
Number  of  Slaughtermen  on 


Register  at  51st  December^ 
considered  during  I965 
considered  during  1965 
Register  at  51st  December; 


1964 


1965 


4 

0 

4 

4 


7 “ INSPECTION  OF  FOOD 

There  is  an  increasing  tendency  for  members  of  xhe  public  to 
approach  the  Health  Department  about  the  quality  or  fitness  of  foodo 
This  is  a welcome  indication  that  people  are  becoming  more  educated 
into  seeking  explanations  for  anything  questionab_e  and  plainly 
object  to  anything  less  than  perfection  in  the  food  they  eat; 

The  Pood  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  gi'ves  local  authorities  wide  powers 
to  deal  with  offences  in  relation  to  the  sale  of  feed.  Section  2 of 
the  Act  deals  with  food  not  of  the  nature,  substance  or  quality 
demanded  while  Section  8 deals  with  food  unfit  for  hiunan  consumption. 
The  majority  of  cases  falling  under  Section  2 are  dea^t  with  by  the 
Chief  Inspector  of  the  Bucks.  County  Council,  tiie  Pood  and  Drugs 
Authority  for  the  District. 

The  thirteen  recorded  incidents  in  I965  involved  a variety  of 
foods  but  the  reasons  for  complaint  were  mainly  of  two  categories ^ 
either  the  discovery  of  foreign  matter  in  the  food  ox  the  sale  of 
food  in  a mouldy  condition.  The  number  of  complaints  received  is. 
of  coiirse,  extremely  small  in  relation  to  the  total  quantity  of  food 
sold  and  is  a good  indication  of  the  high  standards  of  food  p.roduC“ 
tion  attained  in  the  trade  today.  However,  the  investigation  by 
the  Public  Health  Inspectors  into  the  incidents  reported  has  almost 
alv/ays  i-evealed  some  practice  in  which  more  cai'e  shordd  have  been 
exercised.  The  efforts  made  by  manufacturers  to  ensxire  that  pro- 
ducts reach  the  con.sum.er  in  fresh  and  wholesome  condition  is  not 
always  matched  by  the  care  taken  by  the  retailer.  Some  retailers, 
for  instance,  do  not  appreci.ate  that  many  of  the  pre-packed  goods 
supplied  to  them  are  of  a perishable  nature  with  a strictly  limited 
"shelf"  life.  They  fail  to  ascertain  the  recommended  period  of 
"shelf"  life  or  to  adopt  a proper  system  of  stock  rotation  and  are 
surprised  when  they  are  criticised  for  selling  mouldy’-  or  stale  goods. 
In  supermarkets  and  self-service  stores  where  the  public  have 
greater  opportunity  for  handling  goods  the  need  for  adequate  super- 
vision  of  stock  rotation  and  shelf  display  is  all  the  more  important. 

vVhere  investigations  have  brought  to  light  evidence  of  serious 
mis  “handling  the  facts  have  been  reported  to  the  Cou:acil''s  Health 
Committee  to  decide  upon  the  action  to  be  taken.  No  legal  pro- 
ceedings were  instituted  during  the  yea.r  by  the  District  Council. 

The  food  trade,  from  manufacturer  to  retailer,  has  co-operated 
most  freely  with  the  Public  Health  Department  in  tracing  the  causes 
of  complaint  and  has  shewn  wi],lingness  to  adopt  measures  to  prevent 
recurrences. 
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Unsound  Food  Corideraned 


The  following  amounts  of  unsound  food  were  condemned  and  volun- 
tarily surrendered  to  the  Department  by  traders  during  the  year:- 


Weigh'w 


cwts  c 

lbs. 

Meat  at  retail  shops 

1 

50 

Cooked  meat  and  meat  products 

42 

Canned  meats 

24 

Fish 

2 

95 

Fruit  and  vegetables 

11 

110 

Other  Poods 

_2 

Total 

-9 

68 

Oo^^demned  Foodstuffs 

Condemned  foodstuffs  are  aestroyed  by  incineration  at  the  Council's 
plant  in  Latimer  Roaa  . Chesham.. 


B H BURIJE 

Medical  Officer  of  Hea^-th 
L D.  SATITRLEY 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspectoro 
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